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March 12, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear RRSD Community, 
 
We are approaching a milestone with the one-year anniversary of the pandemic experience.  In mid-
March 2020, the provincial government responded to COVID-19 by announcing suspended classes and 
asked that we “stay home and stay safe”.  One year later, we are still living with the impacts of the 
pandemic and it appears this will be the case for the foreseeable future.  
 
‘Orange’ Restricted Pandemic Response Level  
RRSD schools are operating in the Orange Restricted Pandemic Response Level.  Manitoba Education 
has informed school divisions that schools are likely to continue in Pandemic Response Level restricted 
‘Orange’ until the end of June 2021.  Although the province is cautiously lifting restrictions, adjustments 
made in schools are announced by Manitoba Education, following changes to public health restrictions.  
We will continue to follow directives on the Pandemic Response Levels, and what we can and cannot do 
within those scenarios from Manitoba Education.  For additional information, please see  RRSD Return 
to School Plan - Rolling River School Division 
 
Health and Well Being 
The pandemic replaced our daily routines and events with hand sanitizer, physical distancing, and group 
gathering restrictions.  The changes we have experienced may cause an “anniversary reaction” in those 
we love and care for, and people at our worksites.  This heightened anxiety is predictable as we 
approach the one-year anniversary date.  Please know that we will get past the pandemic anniversary 
date and on the other side there is hope and optimism.  Provincially, our COVID-19 numbers are 
decreasing, and vaccinations are increasing. If we remain vigilant and do not let up on protective 
strategies such as mask-wearing, social distancing, handwashing, and staying home when sick, I’m 
cautiously optimistic that we will return to ‘Yellow’ Caution Pandemic Response Level in September 
2021 – a return to school, every day, for all students.  The ‘Yellow’ Caution Pandemic Response Level 
was the return to school plan in September 2020.  
 
Student Learning 
Staff continue to assess for learning gaps and support student learning related to last year’s suspension 
of classes, absences, and any missed work this year.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding 
your child’s academic progress or well-being, do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.  
 
Information on Mental Health and Well Being is available at:  
COVID-19: Resources to Support Mental Health - Rolling River School Division (rrsd.mb.ca)  
 
Information on learning activities is available at:   
My Learning at Home | Manitoba Education (gov.mb.ca) 
 
Updated Guidance on Close Contacts and Self Isolation Requirements 
With the arrival of COVID-19 Variants of Concern (VOC) in Manitoba, public health has recently updated 
guidelines on self-isolation requirements for individuals who are symptomatic, close contacts and those 
who travel.  The information on close contacts and self-isolation requirements and COVID-19 Variants of  
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Concern is available at: www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/covid/schools/index.html  and on the RRSD website at 
Home - Rolling River School Division (rrsd.mb.ca) 
 
Although we are tired, we have done well responding to change and navigating a full year of pandemic 
restrictions to mitigate spread of the virus.  The emerging variants of the disease are the wild cards that 
could stall our fiercest hopes of getting our students back to school, and a return to the activities we 
enjoy.  Now is not the time to underestimate the virus.  Together, we need to continue to be vigilant and 
see this through a bit longer. 
 
Thank-you for your ongoing patience and understanding. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mary-Anne Ploshynsky 
Superintendent, Rolling River School Division 
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